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MADAM, 


SITUATION, as exalted. as. your Majnory' 6„ | 


requires a mind fraught with every virtue 10 
P eſerve it fi om the poiſon of lattery, and from the 


inſidious praiſes of a venal crowd. 


Fate has placed me at an humble diſtance from the 
Throne; yet 1 take a ſincere pleaſure i in hearing your | 
MajzsTy poſſeſſes thoſe excellencies which are the | 


true characteriſtics of Royalty. 


The vs of my heart is now ſerving his King a 
and Country at the Mee of Gibraltar 1 and though I 


have 


* q 
T2 „44 "amy — —— je 4a om. 


„„ o N. 


have gone rh every ſcene of diſtreſs which the 
wiſe of an officer could be ſubject to in that place, 


yet I am returned to England with a firm reſolution 


to educate my ſon to arms. 


Long, very long, may your Mijnery: be lent a 


bleſſing to our Graciovs SOVEREIGN, to your Roy a 


OprseniNG, and to the admiring people of England! 


Prays 


Your MajesTy's 
Moſt devoted 


Subje& and Servant, 


CATHARINE UPTON. 


4 CK 


fraternal eye of an affectionate and ſympa- 


thifing brother, — On my arrival in England, I was 
interrogated by almoſt every perſon who knew I 


came from Gibraltar, reſpecting the fituation of that 
net fortreſs. 


My heath at ſpirits a are BY + impaired by my 


ſufferings at that place, that I ſeveral times put the 


ſucceeding narrative into the hands of thoſe, whoſe 


curioſity | could not be ſatisfied with aſking a few 


queſtions. wo hey liked it; — - they borrowed it for 
their friends, and FR Re} me to publiſh it. 1 yielded 


to their perſuaſions, and, „ with all its imperfections 


ce on its head,” 1 give it to the Public. If it 1s an 


error to publiſh it, it is an error of my friends. 


HE following ſheets were intended for the 1 
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It could not be diſcovered by my advertiſements 
that it was the production of a female pen. I knew 
the ill-natured and ill-judging part of the world 
would freely condemn, though they had never ſeen | 

De. Siege of Gibraltar by & Wo 071978 ?—Ridiculous! 


— What can a Woman lay on fuck a ſubjett : 2 * cries 


Deppe — Indeed, Sir, to — Goody, it has. 


nothing Ju 7 Truth to recommend it l. 
« no Journal, Madam.“ 
World as ach. 1 was not ſituated to know the exact 


number of men killed and wounded each day, but it 


I do not give it to the 


is interſperſed with fk things as, bs hope, will render: 


it in ſome degrec entertaining to my Readers.. 


I will candidly own too I am ſtimulated by another” 


mative to preſent it to the Public ; and as it js a. truly 


maternal one, it cannot poſſibly affront the underſtand- 


ing, or reach Hh heart of Mr. Dapperwit. It is an 


anxious fefire to benefit my little family. — The pre- 
ſent high Price of every article in life, at Gibraltar, 


renders 


c But it is 
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PREFACE. vii 


_ renders it impoſlible for my huſband to appear as a 
gentleman zhere, and * pporrhi _ peng in 2 — 
T heſe md will ſatisfy every one, whaſe appro- 
baton 4 is worth my notice. Thoſe who ſoar beyond 
the reach of human feelings, I need not attempt to 


pleaſe. 


When I had been i in London a few days, I Glicited ; 
the Commander in Chief for a commiſſion for my 
fon. Some: Nobteyen: in Lord Amherſt” J elevated 
fituation would ae have deigned to anſwer the 
wife of a Lieutenant; — — but though his Lordſhip "JE 
| Anſwer contained a denial to my requeſt, it was con- 

| ceived 1 in the moſt polite and reſpectful terms: aſſuring 
me, if my ſon was of a proper age, he would i im- 


mediately recommend him to his Majeſty for a com- 


miſſion. 


- hope I may 1 permitted here to return Lord 


Amherſt thanks for his candid treatment. = was more 


eli gible | 
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eligible for me to know at once what I had to truſt to, 


could 
have nothing but air for their baſis, 
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Gibraltar Bly, on Are the Hope Ordnance Store- 
ap. May 275 1781. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


k - A n now, thank Go: D, embarked, and I hope, in leſs am 
twenty-four hours, to ſet fail for my dear native country, the 


land of liberty and Plenty. Oh, Albion, what have I ſuffered ſince 
1 left thy friendly ſhore! Heat and cold in extreme, hunger and 
£5 thirſt 1 bore with ſome degree of firmneſs ; but fince the haughty 

ſons of Iberia have poured their ſhot and ſhells with unremitting fury 
into n, I have e been. an en, object indeed: yet, I can 


B — R = 


5 TH E SIEGE O F 
ſafely ſay, J felt little for myfelf. My huſband's 1 duty, 


and my children claſping me in the hour of horror, when death, for 


aught 1 knew, might be in every paſſing ball! it was indeed too 
much for the feelings of a wife and a mother. 


I purpoſe to relate, during my voyage, what happened to us s from 
the time the Spaniards began to fire upon us till this day, which is 


exactly fix weeks and three days ; but you by no means comprehend 


what I mean by ſuffering from cold, hunger and thirſt, unleſs I give 
you ſome account of the BLoCKADE alſo, How, in the name of 


truth and common ſenſe, can Writers, Printers and MinisTERs, 
fo impoſe on the Public, as to fay, the earriſon was well ſupplied with 


5 proviſions ? I have not patience to find the news-papers, which the 
fleet brought over, ſtuffed with ſuch palpable falſhoods! We have 


not had a veſſel from Barbaty theſe fourteen or fifteen months, nor 
from Algiers for a longer time. Four or five ſmall brigs, at different 
times, got in from Minorca but how inadequate were their ſmall+ 


cargoes to ſupply ſo many thouſands of people! Beſides, what they 


brought, fold at ſuch an enormous price, that few ſubaltern officers 


could become purchaſers. What enſign or lieutenant could afford to 


give three pounds twelve ſhillings for a turkey, two guineas for a Pig, 


half a guinea for a duck, and nine ſhillings for a very {mall hen ? Eggs 
were ſold for two years paſt at a real a-piece, which Is almoſt fix- 


| pence Engliſh money cabbages, eight · pence a- piece, (the outſide 
leaves of which the pigs in England would ſcarcely eat) were care- 
fully tied up, and ſix of them ſold for three-pence ; - old dried peaſe, 


one ſhilling and four-pence a pound; flour, a chilling a pound ; Iriſh 
butter, half a crown a pound; very bad brown ſugar, half a crown 


a pound ; candles, that would not burn three quarters of an hour, 


ſix- 


. - — e 8 err 


5 


1 


GIBRALTAR | > 


ſix · pence a piece; biſcuits, full of maggots, a mille a pound; the 

worſt tea that ever was uſed, ſixteen ſhillings a pound; ſoap, one 

ſhilling and two-pence a pound; falt, that was more than half dirt 

| and rubbiſh, eight-pence a pound: goat's milk, half of which was 

Water, was eight-pence a pint, I have many times paid a chilling 
for a few herbs to put into my 1 8 ſoup. 


Though Gibraltar is fortounded by the ſea, we were no better ſup- 
plied with fiſh than with the other articles of life. The fiſhermen 
were Genoele, and they choſe to catch very few, that they might 
| have a pretence for enhancing the price :—a quantity that would dine. 
but two perſons, colt four ſhillings. Many people kept pigs in the 
garriſon, but the pork, which was fed on all the filth the place pro- 


duced, never fold under two ſhillings a pound, I have known a 
guinea refufed for a calf” 8 pluck. An ox, which could work no 
longer, was killed, and twenty-ſeyen ſhillings were aſked for its head! 


The garriſon expected to find. an agrecable alteration when Ad- 


3 miral Rodney's fleet arrived in January, 1780, but it proved nothing | 
; more than a ſupply of falt proviſions. Government could not ſpare 
2 any line of battle ſhips to be ſtationed at Gibraltar, and by that means 
4 the Spaniards remained maſters of the bay. General Eliott, like 
b | a wiſe and prudent Governor, was extremely deſirous to make the 
4 7 ſtock of Proviſions laſt as long as poſſible, not knowing what might | 
1 1 . fleet of ſhips ſent from England for our relief, or when ſuch 


1 fleet could be ſpared, being then, engaged i in a Dutch war. 


+ * 0 8 5 
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55 may E ſome judgment bow ſearce we began to be of the 


neceſſaries of life, by the General' 8 giving out an ordert hat no officer 
| | ſhould, 
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a mount guard with bis hair powdered, .. He conſidered, I ſup- 


poſe, that. the time perhaps was. not. far diſtant when, they would. 
be extremely, 00 of that for nouriſhment which they then uſed as 
an ornament, | | 


Of all men living, General Eliott is the moſt likely to keep poſ- 
ſeſſion of Gibraltar. Though he is formed for great actions, he at- 


tends, with unwearied aſſiduity, to the minutiæ of what relates to 


Th his 3 Important truſt! He is, I think, take him all in all, a moſt ex- 


cellent character. He would much ſooner forgive rudeneſs than 


flattery, which is at once a proof of the goodneſs of his heart, and 


the ſolidity of his underſtanding. Was there any probability of 
my opinion of him falling into his hands, I would ſuppreſs itz 
for as he could not poſſibly diſcover the {ſincerity of my thoughts | 
he might miſtake candor for panegyric,—He bought a large quan- 
tity of oil, raiſins, rice, &c. and gave them to us inſtead of ſo 5 
much meat; but ſubalterns with their families, who depended 
ſolely on their pay, ſenſibly felt the difference: : rice, without either 
milk, butter, ſugar, or eggs, (which were delicacies we could not 
afford to purchaſe) and boiled 1 in agua pura only, was a taſteleſs viand. 
Oil indeed was very uſeful; it ſerved us to burn inſtead of candles, 
and I was no longer obliged to go to bed by five o'clock for want of 
light. Raiſins pleaſed and ſatisfied my children when I had no bread = 
to give them, Now ! muſt mention two important articles we began 
to be diſtreſſed for, namely, bread and fire. About October laſt, the 
Governor found it neceſſary to take a quarter of a pound a day of the 5 
former from each man; but the ſoldiers, to their immortal honour, 


murmured not! Each man' 8 allowance of meat was reduced to a Pound : 
| | and 
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and a half a week, and ſuch meat - the dogs in England would have 
turned from it with diſguſt But it was not all in that putrid con- 
dition, for ſome of the pork was very good. 


I was in continual dread of the ſcurvy ; and my beloved Charlotte, : 
who. I have ſuckled for fifteen months paſt, will, I am much afraid, | 
feel the effects of my unwholſome diet as long as ſhe lives. Yet, 
what could I do? My huſband's Pay, though a lieutenant, would 
not purchaſe milk for my children! The * filken ſons of caſe” in 

England know not what the army have endured in Gibraltar! va, . 
ſome will ſay, that till the Spaniards fired, their duty was not 
hazardous; to theſe 1 anſwer, Is not death from the mouth of Þ 
cannon more 1 than in the n. of famine 2 5 


By « this time the dock of flour the bakers had in dend was neatly 
85 conſumed ; a ſmall quantity was baked, and fold at ſeven o'clock in 
a morning at one particular place; a guard was obliged to be kept at 
the door, to keep the people from teafing each other to pieces! A 
handkerchief was thrown in at the window with the money in it, and 
no perſon was ſuffered to purchaſe two loaves; theſe weighed about a 
pound, and coſt fiye- pence. Happy were they who could get one, 
for the inhabitants who had no flour left, and officers who had chil- : 
dren, were in a deplorable ſituation indeed! I cannot now recollect 
the diſtreſs of a poor woman, without feeling a pang at my heart 
which gives me a ſenſible uneaſineſs. She ſat weeping at my door 
with two children, the one about ſeven years old, the other an infant 
' which ſhe ſuckled: — after the former had repeatedly aſke4 her for 
bread, ſhe laid down her youngeſt child, and gave her, breaſt to her 
other ſon, faying, Suck me to death at once !—Gracious Gop ! how 
OE much 


1 6 THE SIEGE or 


= - much did J wiſh, either for the power to relieve her miſery; 0 or to' be 
Wh! a ſtranger to the foft pleadings of humanity However, I defired 
1 f her to come into my apartment, and gave her part of my own break- 


faſt, though I knew not what to do for bread for the next meal! 

i | Firing was now become a ſcarce and important article. The coals 
41 which government ſent by the fleet in the winter of 1780 were nearly, ; 
; | exhauſted. General Eliott, ever watchful for the preſervation of the 
| garriſon, ſecured the hulks of the Spaniſh fire-ſhips, which were 


driven almoſt under our batteries, and gave every officer one hundred 
and a half of wood, which was to laſt each family a fortnight, The 
ſtricteſt care and economy could not make it even laſt for the dreſſing | 
of our ſcanty meals. Our cloaths we waſhed in cold water, and put 
on without ironing ; but when the rainy ſeaſon came on, I ſuffered 
more from the cold than I ever did in the ſevereſt winter in England: 
3 | for what is the inconvenience of a cold day by the chearing warmth 
1 | of a good fire-fide ?——You can form no idea of the periodical rains 
in Gibraltar! 8 7 | 


_ >a Ly * 
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1 May 28. The 8 has jut informed me the thip is a 
way, which I was partly apprized of by the ſickneſs of my ſtomach, 
We have a ſtrong Levant wind, as we call it in Gibraltar; and 1 hope 
the Dons will keep on their own ſide of the bay. I have juſt under- 
gone the painful ſcene of parting with my huſband. —What a dread- 
ful alternative is mine | either to expoſe my life and my childrens' to 
the well-directed fire of the Spaniards—or leave the partner of my 
| heart behind !——yet I could neither aſſiſt nor fave him, if 1 ſtaid. 
My ſon Jack, obſerving me grieve, juſt now ran to me, and ſaid, 
Don't cry, Mamma; the good roaſt beef we mall get in England 
8 « will 
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ce will ſoon make me a man, and then I will return to Gibraltar, fink 
the gun-boats, and kill all the Spaniards,” 1 embraced my little 
hero with a ſmile, and he is now exulting in the * of having 
dried his mother 8 tears! 


We are culy eight fail of ſmall ſhips, under convoy of the Enterprize 
frigate, If a ſtrong eaſterly wind does not continue to blow for twelve 


hours at leaſt, we mt l inevitably fall into the hands of the Spa- 
niards. N „„ 


Bad 


2 find myſelf very fea-fick ; when 1 am 1 recovered, I will endeavour 
to pive you ſome account of . 


THE s i E GE OF GIBRALTAR. 


I have buſineſs that will detain me ſome time in London; and as 
you will be impatient to know how we have fared ſince the com- 
munication with Spain was ſhut up, I will tranſmit you my little 
narrative from the firſt town I land at in England. The wind blows 
very freſh; 1 have juſt been upon deck, the ſailor at the helm ſays we 
run ſeven knots an hour, and all on board are in hopes we ſhall get 
through the Gut before our enemies can make ready to follow us. 


Tune 3. Iam — good a ſailor as I expected to be, conſidering 
this is my ſecond voyage. I have been very ſea- ſick ſeveral days, our 
codvoy too has left us. The wind is contrary; and we are going (the 
Captain informs me). towards Madeira —by _ this courſe, we 


ſhall, perhaps, be out of the track of our enemies. | 


: Twelyse: 


„ ee 8 


[ 8 HR 8 1 E oy | 
| | | Twelve 0'clock at night. I am fick when up, and when I li down; 
| forrow keeps me awake. 

"0 Ie nature's ſweet reſtorer, balmy ſleep 

| | „ He, like the world, his ready viſit pays, 

{ | 7 Where fortune ſmiles; the wretched he foſakes: 1 

| | * Swift on his downy pinion flies from woe, | 

; | 00 And n on lids unſully'd with a tear,” 

0 

ö | My children, the tender objects of my care, are in a ſound repoſe 3 
| | but how fares it with my huſband ?-—Oh, my brother, — © there's 
N | e the rub!” —Perhaps he is wounded, and wants the baue offices 
il of an affectionate wife ;—perhaps he is—70 more | This is 
14 too much; tis wrong to anticipate misfortune; hope ſhall chear me: 
_ the horrors and ravages of war will have an end, and peace ſhall ſend. 


f the father and the huſband home. But J promiſed you 

7 THE SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 
1 | On the twelfth of April laſt, at one o'clock in the morning, an 
| i Engliſh cutter came in with news of the fleet being within a few 
7 5 . leagues of us. Extravagant was our joy, you may be ſure; and while 
. . friends and neighbours were congratulating each other on the proſpect 


— 


of eating beef and mutton. once more, the Spaniards, about eleven 
o'clock, began the moſt furious bombardment ever heard of.— Terror 
and conſternation deprived me for a minute of ſenſe and motion. 
Our houſe was one of the neareſt to the Spanit lines. I ſeized my 
| children, and ran with them towards Montague's baſtion, which 1 
4 i knew was bomb proof. An officer of the fifty-eighth regiment met 
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me faying; ce For obs ſake, Madam, where are you going? Do | 
e not you know. that you are going nearer to the enemy's fire? Stoop⸗ 
& with your children under this covered way.“ Six and twenty? 
pounders without number went over my head. I preſented my little 
ones towards heaven, and in an agony of prayer, beſeeched the Al- 
' MIGHTY to preſerve us. I then had the courage to advance towards: 
5 Montague's baſtion, and having walked down a few ſteps, my⸗ 
ſttength failed me, and I fell down the reſt; Fortunately I received 
no hurt, and ran or rather flew into the ſoldiers barracks. This was 
no time for the indulgence of pride, diſtinction, or even delicacy. 
The ſoldiers who were off duty, in their blunt, honeſt way, endea- 
voured to chear my ſpirits, ſaying, < Never fear, Madam; if the 
4 d Dons fire to eternity, they will never take the old rock, 
« nor the good ſouls that are upon it; and if General Eliott would- 


«let us fally out at Landport Gate, my life to a farthing we would 
a lay the Spaniſh camp in aſhes.” I admired elicit courage, but 


could not eat any dinner with them agrecable to their kind invi- 
tation. „ | 


We were tin firing upon the enemy final aloft every battery hit” 
_ bore. upon them. My head was almoſt diſtracted with the noiſe of 
ſo many cannon being fired from the top of- the building where 1 had 
taken ſhelter. ; I had the happineks, . however, of ſeeing my huiband 
enter the place; luckily for me, he was not on duty that or the day 1 
following: he procured a curtain, and hung it round one of the 1 
ſoldiers beds for me. I laid down in my cloaths, but ſleep was out 
. of the queſtion ; the. burſting of ſhells, . and the terrifying found of | 
cannon balls, were- ſufficient to keep me awake; add to this, the 1 
dilagreeablenck of hing amongſt near an hundred private ſoldiers: ; 
D | = yet 
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N ro THE SIEGE OF. 

4 yet Jas thaiikfol to find admittance even pee, for none know what 
I! - 
{i they will ſubmit to in order to ſave their lives, till they are tried ite 
Wh 5 

lf the near FR of approaching death, 


The next bs our ſervant faid, he would venture into our houſe, 


| | and endeavour to bring me a few cloaths: he did ſo, but found it 
| N . almoſt in ruins: a ſhell burſt in the kitchen, and a ball entered the 
| 5 roof and paſſed through my bed 1 into the parlour, while he was there. 
ji i On the third day, Mr, $#*###*# was Lieutenant of the picquet— 
it l many buildings were ſet on fire by the enemy's ſhells; and it was 
1 0 his duty to ſee the fires put out, and to protect ſome of the better 
i | fort of the inhabitants who were endeavouring to remove their effects 
134 to the ſouth, and who had applied to the Governor for a guard for 
will that purpoſe. I could not recollect the dangers he was expoſed to, 


without being almoſt certain 1] ſhould never ſee him again. 


While 1 was torturing myſelf with theſe reffections, an order came 


i for all the ſoldiers in Montague's baſtion to remove to the King's. 
. -- va my little ones were to march likewiſe. 1 was, if poſſible, more 


; \ 19 terrified than before, for I had a much longer way to go, and the 
| 5 Spaniards were firing from all their batteries. To the lateſt period 

bf of my life ſhall I remember with anguith that dreadful walk! Some- 
times I ſtopt, and thought I might as well reſign myſelf to die, and 
with my quivering lips begged of heaven to admit me into its divine 


abodes ] — But when 1 looked on my children, I ſtarted up and 
dragged them forwards, not knowing what I did. Our ſervant, and 


> 6. II IR + : 
. *% wv 


© On Rang SIT + 
—_— 6 V4 4 


* *y a W N L Y \ a * 1 = N _ 

—— te A —— ne er ery” nn 3 * 
jt FN * — 
— » „ . — — * — 


two 


1 got "7 * Pt "x Ri 
w 1 4 
- 
* m — 
, . — — — — 
* 2 —— — . 8 

2 . E 

» 3 > . "a 

*, 


* Ha He n « 


89 
1 


„ Dr n . 11 


two ſoldiers who were with me, faid all they could to comfort and 


encourage me. 


At length we arrived ſafe at the King's baſtion. Mr. *, yyag 
marching the picquet from thence : he waved his hand, but being on 


duty, could not ſtop to ſpeak to me, The room I was put into ſmelt 


very diſagreeably; I enquired the cauſe, and was told, a man was 


killed in it, not an Hour before, by a ball which entered | in at a hole 
over the door, 


Notwithſtanding the vigilance of the officers and non-commiſſioned 


officers, many of the men were ſhamefully intoxicated, The town- 


major, and a party of ſoldiers were bufily employed i in ſtaving all the 
Caſks of liquor they could find in the town. And here I cannot help 
h reflecting on many of the wine and liquor merchants, who hoarded up 
their ſtocks to enhance their value, till at laſt they were drank by any 
perſon, or ſtaved by order of the Governor, and ſuffered to run into 


| the ſea! But cunning often over-reaches itſelf, 


This place a was ſo crouded with ſoldiers, it was impoſſible to pro- 
cure either a bed or platform: my ſervant put me a matraſs into a 
kind of arch or hole by the door, and in here I and my children 
crept. I was in for want of ſleep, yet could not compoſe myſelf to 
reſt, Though neither ſhot nor ſhell could pierce the roof, yet the 


enemy kept on ſo furious a cannonading, that I thought we muſt 


lole numbers of our men. It was computed that the Spaniards fired, 


upon an average, at the rate of two hundred ſhot and ſhells an 
hour, 
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12 | THE SIEGE OF 


The Spaniſh church, and many other buildings, were at this time 
in flames. The firſt object I beheld in the morning was, a man 


Jying dead by tie door. TIE — 1 was told, from Intoxication, 


Some hours Aer die 1 n Dr. G and dienen Bonds 


fall; they were wounded by the ſplinters of a ſhell :. the former had: 
bis foot ſhot off, the latter had a dangerous contuſion on his head. 
He was the ſon of my old friend: a better heart never inhabited a. 


human breaſt, They brought his ſword to me, and as he was car-- 


rying to the hoſpital, our ſervant, with his uſual bluntneſs, came and 


told me I might take a laſt view of him, for it was ſuppoſed he could 


not ſurvive the dreſſing of his wound. In this, however, he was 
— miſtaken, 8 


Mr ######* was on guard the next day, ws as ſoon as he came 


off, he informed me an order was given out for all ranks of: women 
to remove to the ſouth, I was again in terrors, but was obliged to 


obey. My huſband carried my little Charlotte, while my ſon Jack. 
ran by my ſide. We got ſafe to the navy hoſpital, . but when there, 


found it ſo crouded with wounded ſoldiers, we could not procure a 
; place to lie down in, except an open gallery. I wept1 in filence Mr. 


CLEESSE af laſt recollected a lady of our regiment, who had been 
here ſome time before the ſiege on account of her health. She readily 
admitted me, and gave me a diſh of. tea, which was a great refreſh- 


ment. 1 laid a mat on the floor, and that night ſlept three hours, . 


which ſeemed to E new life i into me. 


\ 
| 


My ſituation hawk was painful beyond compariſon, from hearing the . 


— 19858 of the wounded, and from the — of others, whoſe limbs 


Were 


iz 
4 
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were undergorng the excruciating torture of amputation ! If I in- 
dulged myſelf with a little freſh air in the gallery, I was often 


ſhocked . with ſeeing the mangled bodies of my l:ugchtered coun- 


trymen brought into the hoſpital! 1 intreated my buſband to convey 


me from this ſcene of woe! but this requeſt ! found was needleſs, 


for the hoſpital was ſo crouded, I could not have obtained leave | 


to ſtay, had 1 been ever fo deſirous. 


June 22, Twelve 0'clich, I muſt here leave off; the Captain in- 
forms me two large French ſhips are in fight: and now, perhaps, to 
crown my ſufferings, I ſhall be taken priſoner.. Well; I muſt bear 
what 1 cannot ſhun. Ed 


% 


T W9 Salad. The hip i 1s Sd for a Captain Walker has 


deſired me to take my children down into the hold. 1 have been 


there, but above twenty Jews and Jeweſſes, with their children, have 
lived in that part of the ſhip during the voyage, and the fines ſmells | 


to diſagreeable and unwholſome, I could not ſtay. 


Our. veſſel i is the fartheſt from the enemy, and as ſhe carries only 6 


fix pounders, and is a faſt ſailing ſhip, I hope the Captain will en- 
deayour to eſcape. 1 have ſewed a few guineas in the plaits of my 
petticoat, for if they are privateers, they will take every thing from 


me. Such is the chance of war, and ſuch are the viciſſitudes my life 
has of late been chequered with! i 


Four 9 clock. The enemy has juſt boarded one of-our ſhips. The 
Lady {mberſt and the Hannah brig ſeem likely to eſcape, 


8 June 
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TN THE SIEGE OF 


June 2. We ſoon got clear off; and now, my good ſhip, carry 
me ſafe to old England, and I will write a poem in thy praiſe ! 
I will endeavour to finiſh my account of Gibraltar. 


1 


April 19. The commanding officer of our regiment was ſo kind 


as to ſend a markee for us. Captain D———t, who was always 4 
f generous friend to my little family, defired me to have it fixed | in his 


* EIN, 3 Le „ 


My huſband was that night on guard, and 1 had no company but 


my children. Never ſhall I forget the ſhocking ſcene day-light pre- 


ſented to me, The Spaniſh gun-boats were firing upon us with all 
the rage of well- directed artillery. — Gun-boats, methinks you bay! ! 
What are thoſe ?—] will tell you, They are boats conſtructed on 


purpoſe for carrying mortars and cannon, from which they throw 


thirteen- inch ſhells, and twenty ſix pounders! From theſe dreadful 


viſitors no human foreſight can find a ſhelter, Tis all chance, and 


they are ſuch ſmall objects, and fo uncertain to hit, that it is only 
a waſte of ammunition in our batteries to attempt to bear upon them. 


A woman, whoſe tent was a little below mine, was cut in two 28 


ſhe was drawing on her ſtockings! Our ſervant ran in, and endea- 


voured to encourage me. He made me a kind of breaſt-work of | 


beds, trunks, mattraſſes, bolſters, and whatever elſe he could find, 
and ſat me behind them, I claſped my darlings, and prayed moſt 
fervently, that the ball that ſhould pierce their tender boſoms might 


transfix my own too! But how needleſs was this prayer — 1 circled 


them 


e nen r Ak ©: 0h 
them in my arms, and muſt have periſhed with them, had chance 
or fate (call it which you will) directed a ſhot or ſhell to the place 
where J ſat, The balls fell round Me on every fide! 

When theſe formidable viſitants had expended | their ammunition, 
| they retired. I reſolved to ſleep no more in that place ; yet, where 
to find one that was ſafer, I knew not: for theſe infernal ſpit-fires 
can attack any ny of the garriſon wy pleaſe. 


4 


'T he town was now become little more than a heap of ruins. The 
proviſions which we had in the garriſon before the arrival of the fleet 
were burned: but the army did not eſteem this a misfortune ; we 


rather rejoiced at it, for ſome of them were fo bad, there was no 


bearing to be within the ſmell of them, 


5 April a. 23. | I begg ed Me. * * d „ . | to let me rake | the ſervant's 
tent towards Europa; I fancied I could lean againſt the rocks there, 
and find ſhelter from the ſhot of the enemy. He ſaid, there might 


be a chance of ſecuring myſelf againſt a ball; but aſſured me one 


: place was no more ſecure than another againſt their ſhells, 


LL was s prevailed. on to ſtay a few nights more in this dons. as 1 
had here the pleaſure of Mrs. D-———t's company, who was at 
all times a kind neighbour and PUR TIT friend. We were, in 


ſome reſpects, in fimilar circumſtances ; ; ſhe ſuckled a darling child 5 
as well as myſelf. 


1 April 
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i 25 THE SIEGE OF 

It; April zo. I had enough of ſleeping, or rather endeavuuring to- 
| 0 fleep in this pot. The gun- boats paid us another viſit, and killed 
. ſeveral people. I ſuffered greatly laſt night from another cauſe. 

F 2 About eleven o'clock it began to thunder and lighten exceedingly ;. 

1 the flaſhes ſeemed to laſt ſeveral minutes, and the thunder was ſo 

| i uncommonly loud, that the like had-never been heard ſince the great 
Hal ſtorm which happened thirty years ago. The rain deluged through 

: | 5 our tent, but I did not mind being wet. The glare of the lighten 
| i ing was ſo great, that my eyes were ſenſibly affected; and though 
{740 accuſtomed; to the thunder rattling amongſt the rocks at Gibraltar, 
| | i yet this by far exceeded all I ever heard. Mr rs aſked me if T . 
| i 1 ſhould think myſelf ſafer | in Captain D———t's ſurmer-houſe ? He 
1 went firſt to lee if it was open, but between the flaſhes it was ſo 
Fri dark, he could not keep the road; at Jaſt he got there, and found 
=_ >. our ſervant, who he ſent to carry the children. I went to the door 

of the tent, but the whole hemiſphere ſeemed on fire; and, as if 
| we did not ſuffer enough from the Spaniards, Heaven's artillery 

1 65 — ſeemed in array againſt us ! They were firing all the time, but we. 
3: could ſcarcely hear their cannon, the thunder was ſo loud ! Towards. 
„ morning the ſtorm abated. 

Its 5 + 
| | Moy 3. Affairs remained muth:i in the fame ſituation, Our ene- | 


mies elt have expended an immenſe ſum in ammunition; for 2. 


Fr 
— * * K 


am told by perſons of veracity and experience, that every ſhell they 
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throw coſts them three guineas ; yet they continued to annoy us as 


1 as much as ever. I cannot aſcertain the exact number. of men we 
ms have loſt, perhaps none know for a truth but the. Governor. 
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Moy 13. A ſmall tent, that ork. juſt hold a bed, was carried 


towards Europa for me; yet I cannot ay I found myſelf ſafer here, 


Every time the gun-boats came, I dragged my poor children out of 


bed, and ſtood leaning with them againſt a rock. The third night I 


was here, a ball ſtruck the rock againſt which I leaned, and co- 
vered us with dirt and ſtones! In a few minutes after, a hell burſt 


| 01 near us, TI had ſcarcely time to run out of the way. 


It . have melted the hardeſt heart to bee the women b and | 
children run from the camp, without a rag to cover them, whenever 


the gun · boats approached. ] was ſo haraſſed for want of reſt, that 


I thought faigue v would kill me, if the — did not. 


May 20. 1 wil now waive to Atenbe that dreadful night, 


which made me determine to leave Gibraltar; but language will 


convey but a faint idea of the horrid ſcene ! 


About one o'clock in the morning, our old diſturbers the gun-boats 


began to fire upon us. 1 wrapped a blanket about myſelf and child- 
ren, and ran to the ſide of a rock; but they directed their fire | in a 


different manner from what they had ever done before, They had 


the temerity to advance ſo near, that the people in our ſhips could 
hear them ſay, Guards, Angl jel which! is, Take care, Engl; 67 5 


Mrs. Toure.” a bandit and a: 1% was s blown almoſt 


to atoms! Nothing was found of her but one arm. Her blöther, 


who ſat by her, and his elefle, both ſhared the fame fate, The 


daughter of that unforturiate woman I mentioned A few pages ago, 
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was killed that might; ia tha . the * and en the 


< 


unfortunate n ruind. F artes, By, {om 303 60H ebinwe 


Many other people were feat to their eternal homes, but I do not 
know their names. 23 | 


| After what 1 had ſeen and ſuffered, I was th opinion it was not 
courage, but madneſt to ſtay, As a parent, 1 conſidered I had no 
right to expoſe the lives of my children; and conjugal affection gave 
place to maternal tenderneſs : accordingly, I applied for and obtained 
leave to embark i in one of the firſt ſhips bound for E ogland. 


Affairs 331 in the ſame ſituation to the hour of my embarka- 
| tion, which was the 27th of May laſt, 1 cannot cloſe this account, 
without informing you my hufband — a plan of operations to 
General Eliott for the deſtruction of the enemy's. gun- boats, which 
was approved of, andi is, I ſuppoſe, before this time, pat in execution, 


The ſhip 4 now at anchor. We are performing quarantaine, and 
as I have ſwelled my account of the ſiege beyond the compaſs of a 
letter, I ſhall ſend it as a ue as ſoon as I get on ſhore. 


_ here ſubjoin you a poem I ads: on Cal. Roſs being ajpolnted to 

| command the Seventy-ſecond Regiment, or Royal Mancheſter Vo- 5 
Junteers, A London Gazette from Minorca brought the account of 
his promotion, but his commiſſion was expected by the fleet, The 


Colonel i is a plain worthy character. 


I am, here and every where, 
Your affeQionate Siſter, 


19 1 
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A ADDRESS to K OLus, 


IO Y once, Kolus, hear a female Muſe, 
And be propitious—when a Woman ſues ! ! 
0 ſpeed the Fleet from Britain to this Port, 

Fill all their Sails, and waft them to this Fort; 
They bring for Ros s, whoſe Merits well demand 
HFis Sov'reign's Mandate for a new Command, 

| Each Volunteer will glory to obey,. 


And dare the Foc, when Ross ſhall lead the Way. 
Diſpatch the Fleet; for ah Ii the battle roars, 


Already wag d on proud Iberia's Shores ! 


Her crafty Sons ſtrain every Nerve to gain 
Their antient Rock, but all their Works are vain; 


Firm as this Rock: is E110TT's ſteady Soul, 


Watchful he guards, and wiſely guides the whole. 


Alike he hates the Sycophant and Slave, 
And gives his Favours only to the Brave. 
May Ross's Regiment, and every Corps 


On hearing that Col. Ross was appointed to com- 
mand the Seventy-ſecond Regiment, or Royal 
MANCHESTER VOLUNTEERS. 


Deſerve their Praiſe, ſhould reach from Shore to Shore! 


Vet'rans, proceed; enſure a martial Name, 


And por L Laurels in the Fields of Fame! wo 
Deſpiſing: 
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Deſpiſing Death, and firm in Ar.gron's Cauſe, 
Make haughty SpA ſubmit to BRITISH Laws.“ 
Applauding Senates ſhall reward your Toil, _ 


. e n 


And Honours wait you in your native Soil. 
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wrrn THE MANNER or TAKING IT 


G 1 
BY SIR GEORGE ROOKE, 
IN QUEEN ANNE'S REIGN. 


— IBR ALTAR is in length near a league from north to ſouth, 


and in breadth irregular, from half to three quarters of a mile, 


The ſummit of the rock 1s one : thouſand four hundred feet perpendi- 


lar above che ſea. 


15 the year 1704 this important fortreſs was torn, moſt probably 
for ever, from the Spaniſh domain by the Engliſh for ces commanded | 


by Sir George B Rooke, 
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In a council of" war, held July 17, on board the Engliſh fleet, 


about. leyen leagues. eaſt of Tetuan, the attack was reſolved upon. 


Four days after, the fleet got into the bay of Gibraltar, and one 
thouſand eight hundred Engliſh and Dutch marines, under the Prince 
of Heſſe Bite, | were landed. 


* KS. 


On the 23d, food after au/ belt. ine dus being placed, the Ad-. 


| miral threw out the ſignal for cannonading, which was continued 


with great fury for five or fix hours, fifteen thouſand ſhot being fired 


inn, chat time againſt the town, ſo that the beſieged were ſoon dtiven 
ſrom their guns, eſpecially at the South Mole Head. As the gain- 
ing that fortification would enſure the reduction of the town, the Ad- 


| miral ſent Capt. Whitaker with all the boats immediately to endeavour SW 
to poſſels It; bur whilſt he was puſhing ſor it with great alacrity, the 


Captains Hicks and Jumper, who lay next the Mole, landed ſome 


men from their pinnaces and boats before he came up. On this, the 


Spaniards blew up the fortifications about the Mole, and killed two 


Lieutenants and about forty men, and wounded ſixty more, Yet our 
men kept poſſeſſion of the great platform, and Whitaker landing with 
the ſeamen who had been ordered on this ſervice, they advanced and 
took a redoubt or ſmall baſtion, half way between the Mole ind. the 


Town, and many of the enemy's cannon ; upon which, the Spaniſh : 


Governor deſired to capitulate, and ſurrender on honourable. terms, 


which they did on the 8245 of July, 1704. . 
The 


$ L 23 1 


The Prince of Heſſe, with the marines belonging to the fleet, were 
left in garriſon, and furniſhed from the fleet with every neceſſary 
for ſubſiſtence and defence, and a regular plan laid down for ſupply- 

0 plying them in future from Liſbon, 


User the dominion of Great-Britain, the fortifications have been 
ſo improved and perfected, that, joined to the natural ſtrength of the 
: place, they render it impregnable. — To the Moors, Gibraltar was 
the key of Spain; and the Engliſh deſervedly reckon it the key of 
the Mediterranean. 


5 * 
* 
- 4 
— * 4 3 x 
tg — Py — —U — ona 2 0 * 1 
. 


b. 


* * 


5 


4 


© 


w 


» 


& vas 


#1 


7 


2 


— 


r a 0G OE AY 


F 
. 
0 


* * 3 


RD 32 
> ; 


. 
«© 


